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The Book of Esther
Storyline: The story is about a Jewish girl in Persia who becomes queen of Persia and who eventually prevents genocide of the Jewish people. This action helps maintain the blood line to Christ, who will be born about 450 years later. The outcome of this story leads eventually to the Jewish festival of Purim (lots), during which the story of Esther is read aloud twice: once in the evening (First Coming?) and again the following morning (Second Coming?).
General Background: In 586 BC disobedient Jews from Judea are captured and brought to Babylon as judgment; they will spend 70 years in captivity there.  Toward the end of that 70 year captivity, their original captors, the Babylonians, are conquered by the Medo-Persian Empire. King Cyrus of that empire eventually frees the Jews and helps them to return to their homeland.  However, some Jews elect to remain living in the Persian Empire.

General Summary: Ahasuerus, the ruler of the Persian Empire, decides to put on a big party. He invites three groups: (a) the local court, (b) his many empire-wide dignitaries, and a few days later, (c) all inhabitants of the capital city Shushan. During the festivities, Ahasuerus orders his queen Vashti to display herself unclothed before the guests. She refuses. Worried that all women will learn from this, Ahasuerus removes her as queen and has a royal decree sent across the empire that men should be the ruler of their households. Ahasuerus then orders all beautiful young girls in the empire be presented to him, so he can choose a new queen to replace Vashti. One of these girls is the orphan Esther. After the death of her parents, she is being looked after by her cousin Mordecai. She eventually finds favor in the king's eyes, and is made his new queen. Esther does not tell the king that she is Jewish. Shortly after being made Queen, Mordecai discovers a plot by two of the king’s courtiers to assassinate King Ahasuerus. The conspirators are apprehended and hanged, and Mordecai's service to the king is recorded in official kingdom documents.
Later on Ahasuerus appoints Haman (a picture of Satan) as his prime minister. Mordecai, who sits at the palace gates, a position of leadership and responsibility, falls into Haman's disfavor as he refuses to bow down to him. Having found out that Mordecai is Jewish, Haman plans to kill not just Mordecai (using Satan’s behavior pattern of D3: doubt, denial, deception), but all the Jews in the empire. Haman obtains Ahasuerus' permission to execute this plan and Haman casts lots (the Hebrew word Purim means “lots”… the Holy Spirit is using a pun here) to choose the date on which to do this—the thirteenth of the month of Adar. On that day, everyone in the empire is free to massacre the Jews and destroy their property. When Mordecai finds out about the plans he and all Jews mourn and fast (cry out). Mordecai informs Esther what has happened and tells her to intercede with the King. She is afraid to break the law and face the death penalty by going to see the King without being called. Mordecai tells her that she must. She orders Mordecai to have all Jews fast for three days together with her, and on the third day she goes to Ahasuerus. The king stretches out his scepter to her which shows that she is not to be punished. She invites him to a (first) feast in the company of Haman. During the feast, she asks them to attend a further (second) feast the next evening. Meanwhile, Haman is again offended by Mordecai and consults with his friends. At his wife's suggestion (a picture of Jezebel), he builds a gallows for Mordecai.
That night, Ahasuerus suffers from insomnia, and when the court records are read to him to help him sleep, he learns of the services rendered by Mordecai in the previous plot against his life. Ahasuerus is told that Mordecai has not received any recognition for saving the king's life. Just then, Haman appears, to ask the King to hang Mordecai; but before he can make this request, King Ahasuerus asks Haman what should be done for the man that the king wishes to honor. Thinking that the man that the king is referring to is himself, Haman says that the man should be dressed in the king's royal robes and led around on the king's royal horse, while someone calls out: "See how the king honors a man he wishes to reward!" To his horror and surprise, the king instructs Haman to do so to Mordecai. After leading Mordecai's parade, he returns in mourning to his wife and friends (a picture of Ahab returning to Jezebel), who suggest his downfall has begun (he has been judged).

About mid day, Ahasuerus and Haman attend Esther's second banquet (second coming?), at which she reveals that she is Jewish and that Haman (Satan) is planning to exterminate her and her people. Overcome by rage, Ahasuerus leaves the room; meanwhile Haman stays behind and begs Esther for his life, falling upon her in desperation. The king comes back in at this moment and thinks Haman is assaulting the queen; he orders Haman hanged on the gallows that Haman had prepared for Mordecai. Although the previous decree against the Jews cannot be annulled, the king allows the Jews to defend themselves during the attacks. As a result, on 13 Adar, 500 attackers and Haman's ten sons are killed in Shushan, followed by a Jewish slaughter of 75,000 Persians. Esther sends a letter instituting an annual feast of the Jewish people's redemption, in a holiday called Purim (lots). Ahasuerus remains very powerful and continues reigning with Mordecai assuming a prominent position in his court (much like Daniel did earlier in a similar empire, and as Joseph did in the Egyptian Empire).

The Pattern: Many of the Jews living in the Persian Empire did not return to the land (obey) following their earlier release from captivity. Eventually, the Jews that stayed behind became trapped in the Persian Empire. They fasted and cried out for a deliverer. There was judgment decreed by Haman (picture of Satan). Esther’s actions led to deliverance/redemption, and then peace. 
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Memory Verse: Esther 4:14 “For if you (Esther) remain completely silent at this time, (a) relief and deliverance will arise for the Jews from another place, but you and your father's house will perish. Yet who knows whether (b) you have come to the kingdom for such a time as this?"
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