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The Book of Judges Chapters 1-16
Definition of a Judge: The "judges" described in this book were not “officials” like judges are today. Their main task was to obtain justice for the tribes of Israel in the face of their enemies, annihilate or drive out their oppressors, and then bring salvation, rest and peace to the land (a picture of Christ).

General Summary: The Book of Judges covers a 350 year history of Israel during the generations that came after Joshua. One passage summarizes what continued to happen during that 350 year period: “Whenever the Lord raised up a judge for Israel, the Lord was with the judge and saved them out of the hands of their enemies as long as the judge lived; for the Lord had compassion on them as they groaned under those who oppressed and afflicted them. But when the judge died, the people returned to ways even more corrupt than those of their fathers, following other gods and serving and worshiping them.” (Judg 2:18-19)

The Behavior Pattern: Othniel, a nephew of Caleb, was the first judge in Israel; he served 40 years, or one generation.   The behavior pattern in this Old Testament book is best described in Judges 3:7-11, as outlined just below the OT/Jew Behavior diagram:
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1. The Israelites disobey (verse 7)
2. God allows them to become the captives (trapped) of their enemies (verse 8)
3. The Israelites repent and cry out to God for help (verse 9)
4. God raises up a judge or deliverer (verse 9)
5. God delivers the enemy leader into the hand of the judge (verse 10)
6. The land has rest and peace under the judge's leadership (verse 11)
Conversely, the New Testament teaches a similar but “post” empty tomb pattern: Jesus first redeems us from our sins, then God grants us forgiveness when we sin, but we must live with the consequences of our past, present, and future sins.
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“Major” and “Minor” Judges

Major Judges: "Major” judges are those whose feats are related at length in the book.
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Othniel (3:9)

2. Ehud (3:15)

3. Deborah (4:4)
4. Gideon (6:11)
5.  Jephthah (11:1)
6. Samson (13:24)
Minor Judges: "Minor" judges are covered in only one or two verses.
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Shamgar (3:31)

2. Tola (10:1)

3. Jair (10:3)
4. Ibzan (12:8)
5. Elon (12:11)
6. Abdon (12:13)
The Book’s General Outline: After an introduction  (Judg 1:1–3:6) describing the events immediately after Joshua’s death, the book is organized as a series of progressively longer stories, each concerning one of the 6 major judges sent by God to deliver Israel from slavery. Brief descriptions of the 6 minor judges are sometimes inserted between these stories.

After the first judge Othniel died, the Israelites started doing evil again, so God allowed the Moabites to enslave them. When the Israelites cried out to God, he raised up another judge, Ehud. The left-handed Ehud assassinated the Moabite leader and then led Israel to victory (Judg 3:18-30). After Ehud came Shamgar (verse 31).

Then the Israelites sinned again and were subjugated by the Canaanites. Deborah and Barak eventually delivered them (Judg 4:1-24) and then sang a song to commemorate their victory (Judg 5:1-31). The Midianites were the next to enslave the backsliding Israelites, who were eventually delivered by Gideon (Judg 6:1–8:35). An interlude concerning Gideon’s wicked son Abimelech (Judg 9:1-57) is followed by accounts of two minor judges, Tola and Jair (Judg 10:1-5).

Israel returned to idolatry and was conquered by the Ammonites and Philistines. When the Israelites forsook idolatry, God gave them a victory through Jephthah (Judg 11:1–12:7). After Jephthah came three minor judges: Ibzan, Elon and Abdon (Judg 12:8-15). The last major judge mentioned in the book is Samson, whose story against the Philistines covers four chapters (Judg 13:1–16:31).
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The book of Judges concludes with two events in biblical history that illustrate the immorality of the nation at that time. There will be a separate teaching on these 5 chapters (Judg 17:1–21:25).
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