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The Book of Judges Chapters 17-21
Background: The book of Judges concludes with two events that illustrate the immorality of the nation at that time in biblical history. Even though this bible study covers the last 5 chapters of the Book of Judges (Judg 17:1–21:25), most scholars agree that the events in these 5 chapters occurred soon after the death of Joshua, and were therefore put at the end of the book so as not to interfere with the flow of the story of the 12 judges.
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After the death of Joshua, extreme idolatry began in Israel. It started:
· In the family of Micah
· Then it spread into the tribe of Dan
· Then an act of homosexual rage, much like the one that occurred in Sodom and Gomorrah, was committed in Gibeah of the tribe of Benjamin
· Then the entire tribe of Benjamin was almost totally destroyed (from 45,600 men down to 600) for going along with the idolatry
· Then the Israelite kinsman redeemer laws were put in place to keep the tribe of Benjamin alive
Chapter 17: Micah, an Ephraimite (not the minor prophet) made for himself a shrine and an image to be his god (Judg 17:1-6), and brought along a Levite (not a son of the Aaronic priesthood) to be his priest (Judg 17:7-13).  Key Verse: Judg 17:13 “Then Micah said, "Now I know that the Lord will be good to me, since I have a Levite as priest!"
Chapter 18: The tribe of Dan is looking for a land of their own.  They send men into a land to see if it is suitable for them. On their way there they encounter Micah and his priest.  The men of the tribe of Dan take the priest (and his idols) for their own.  They went on their way and came to the colony town, Laish, killed all the Sidonians, and the descendants of their captured Levite priest served as their priests, ministering at a worship center featuring Micah's idol! Key Verse: Judg 18:30 “Then the children of Dan set up for themselves the carved image; and Jonathan the son of Gershom, the son of Manasseh, and his sons were priests (not Aaronic priests) to the tribe of Dan.”
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Chapter 19: There is a marriage of a Levite priest to a secondary wife (a concubine), who returns to her father's home after an argument with the priest. After four months, the Levite went to be reconciled to her; he was welcomed by her father. A marital separation was both a reflection on his house and a threat to any bride price he may have received. After five days the Levite and his concubine left to return home. Because it was early afternoon the Levite and concubine were unable to travel far. The Levite was unwilling to stop at Jebus (Jerusalem); it was still occupied by pagans. Instead he went on to Gibeah, which was inhabited by Benjamites (1 of the 12 tribes Israel).

A temporary resident from Ephraim now living in the land of Benjamin offered them a place to stay. That night the inhabitants of the city pounded on the door, announcing their intention to make the Levite a victim of a homosexual assault (much like the situation in Sodom and Gomorrah)! The Benjamites seemed on the verge of breaking in, so the Levite grabbed his concubine and thrust her outside to the men. They raped her and abused her throughout the night, and at dawn they let her go. At daybreak the woman went back to the house where her Levite master was staying, fell down at the door, and lay there until daylight".
Chapters 20-21:  These two chapters continue the story of the Levite and his concubine. Taking the body home, the Levite cut it into pieces and sent the pieces throughout Israel. The people gathered to hear the Levites report. Shocked the tribes of Israel angrily agreed to punish Gibeah.
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When the men of Benjamin would not surrender their relatives in Gibeah, a civil war resulted. Many thousands were killed, and the tribe of Benjamin was all but wiped out. Key verses: Judges 21:16-25 “Benjamin, which consisted of 45,600 men (Num 26:41), came to be divided again among 600, who had all by survivorship. The few that remained returned to the inheritance of that tribe, v. 23. And soon after from among them sprang Ehud, who was famous in his generation, the second judge of Israel. Verse 25 “In those days there was no king in Israel; everyone did what was right in his own eyes.”
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