DRIVING thru the BIBLE

[image: image1.png]


          [image: image2.png]


          [image: image3.png]



The Parable of the Oil L-E-A-K

Lose - Everything! Accept - the King 
Well you just added the last quart of break-in oil to that newly rebuilt motor and you’re ready to crank her up.   You wipe your hands with that former beach towel that your wife told you to throw out, and you reach in your pocket for the ignition keys.  Vroom… it starts right up… that big block Chevy sure sounds great with that full cam.  You reach for your flashlight to look under the car, and there it is, that dreaded puddle of fresh shinny oil… and it’s slowly getting bigger.  Several words form under your breath… most of them from your pre Christian days!

Ah… the dreaded oil leak.  Now what do you do?  Well, when you’re a young mechanic, you might say to yourself, “maybe when the engine heats up the oil leak will go away.”  That thought pattern is known in the psychotherapy world as cognitive dissonance (you can make the oil leak go away just by denying that the oil puddle is there… What oil leak?).  But when you get older, you learn that leaks very seldom go away on their own.  Sometimes you just learn to live with them.  As a matter of fact, I once sent a letter to an OEM recommending that they issue the following warning plate on their hydraulic pump assembly: “If there ain’t no oil on the outside of this pump, then that means there ain’t no oil on the inside of this pump!”  Never got an answer back!

Well in the spiritual world, a similar situation can occur.  Without Christ in our lives, we run the roads of life wide open, chasing after the flesh … we live fast, play hard, and rest little.  If something in our life breaks or leaks, we just patch it up and move on.  Got places to go … people to see!  Then one day we realize that we have been patched up so many times that we are now putting new patches on top of our old patches.  In this situation, the warning label from our heavenly OEM might read: There ain’t no spiritual oil on the outside, bozo, ‘cause there ain’t no spiritual oil on the inside!

When we accept Christ as our LORD and Savior, the Apostle Paul tells us that we become new creations, the old has passed away (2nd Corinthians 5:17).  No more patching is required.  So just let that fleshy nature drain out of your mind and ask Christ to fill you with The Holy Spirit… and be rebuilt for the last time:

Lose - Everything (drain away the flesh)! - Accept - the King (be filled with the spirit)

