DRIVING thru the BIBLE
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12 Minor Prophets
From about 780 BC through 450 BC, God sent 12 Minor Prophets to both kingdoms, and to their corrupt neighbors, in an attempt to bring them back to God (the adjective minor used here denotes that these prophets wrote books that were small in size, not small in message or importance).  Specifically, nine Minor Prophets were called to give warnings to the northern and southern kingdoms; three prophets were called to give warnings to their neighbors that were enemies.

NK means Northern Kingdom; SK means Southern Kingdom; PE (Post Exile). “Lessons for the 21st Century” are included as regards how each warning given 25 to 30 centuries ago might apply today.

1. Hosea (NK): The prophet Hosea was sent to the northern kingdom to tell them that their turning away from God’s love and protection made God feel like a jilted husband. God had provided them with everything that a good and loving husband could and should provide for His Bride.  But sadly, they had rejected His love and followed other God’s.  Lesson for the 21st century: Individuals wanting to become part of the Bride of Christ (the church) must understand that Christ must be the first love of their life.  Worshipping something or someone other than Christ will result in a life lived captive to sin, just like the two kingdoms became captives to their enemies.

2. Joel (SK): Repentance and the changing of ones heart is a requirement for restoration.  Lesson for the 21st century: Asking Christ for forgiveness and to become the Lord and savior of your life is the requirement for restoration in the 21st century.

3. Amos (NK): The northern kingdom was quick to agree with Amos when he told them that their neighbors were corrupt.  But when Amos finally pointed out that the northern kingdom was also corrupt, they rejected his warning and continued their corrupt activity.  Lesson for the 21st century: Christians should not be too quick to throw stones until they are sure that the glass in their own homes is rated to withstand eternal pounding.

4. Obadiah (Edom): God sent him to Edom, a corrupt country on the southern border of Israel, and an eternal enemy of Israel.  Obadiah was told to warn the Edomites not to take pleasure while God was administering judgment to Israel (the term Edomite also is used in scripture to denote “fleshly” or “ungodly” behavior).  Lesson for the 21st century: Non-Christian countries and their citizens should be careful not to be joyful when God is judging His people.  He judges them to correct their behavior and bring them back into a right relation with Him, not merely for the temporary enjoyment of non-believers, who themselves will be judged harshly in the end.

5. Jonah (Assyria): God sent him to the capital city (Nineveh) of a country (Assyria) that was a sworn enemy of Israel.  Jonah was simply to tell the city to repent of their wicked ways.  Jonah did not want to go.  He did not understand why God would offer His love to a people who were trying to destroy Israel.  Jonah finally went and did what he was told.  Nineveh repented in 40 days!! 120,000 people accepted the love of the God of Israel.  Lesson for the 21st century: Christ chooses to whom He will offer salvation regardless of what they or their country have done to other Christians in the past (the Great Commission is to be bozo neutral!)

6. Micah (SK): God sent him to tell His people that if they were going to represent Him to the world, then they must stop doing evil and embrace truth and justice among their fellow Israelites.  Micah 6:8 lays out the three behaviors God wanted the Israelites to exhibit: “to act justly, love mercy, and walk humbly with God”. Lesson for the 21st century: Christ wants His people to live a life reflective of His nature, to exhibit the fruit of the spirit when interacting with one another (love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control).  Why would a non-believer want Christ if self-professing Christians mistreat other Christians!

7. Nahum (Assyria): 100 years after Jonah told the people of Nineveh to repent, God told Nahum to return to the city because many people in that city had since turned away from God.  This time the city did not repent.  Lesson for the 21st century: The Great Commission is to continue, regardless of what happened in the past in that part of the world, or what might be happening there today. Christ will choose to whom He wants to offer salvation.  The witness simply introduces the non-believer to Christ … He takes it from there… not you!

8. Habakkuk (SK): This prophet was puzzled why God continued to allow the southern kingdom to sin without judgment.  God told Habakkuk that He was going to use Babylon to administer His judgment against the southern kingdom.  Habakkuk was in shock… how could God use someone more wicked than the southern kingdom to bring judgment upon His people?  Additionally, Habakkuk provided the basic tenant for biblical salvation: “the just shall live by faith” Hab 2:4.  Paul used this verse in outlining Christian theology: “we are Saved (Romans 1:17), by Grace (Galatians 3:11), thru Faith (Hebrews 10:38). Lessons for the 21st century: (1) God still works in mysterious ways, sometimes using bad actors as an instrument to turn lives around; (2) salvation has always been by grace thru faith in Christ.
9. Zephaniah (SK): He too was puzzled as to why God would use an enemy to judge His people.  Wouldn’t that cause an observer to think that God condoned an enemy’s behavior? Lesson for the 21st century: Countries or nations that God chooses to use to judge His own people should not confuse His use of them with an acceptance of their behavior.  They are simply being used because they are part of His grand plan to bring a lost generation back into the fold.

10. Haggai (SK; PE): The Southern Kingdom had been released from the 70 year captivity, brought back to Jerusalem, and assigned to rebuild the temple.  Haggai reminded them that they were not to spend more time and effort building their own homes than the time they were spending to rebuild God’s house. Lesson for the 21st century: God’s work deserves at least as much effort as does the effort you spend on your own projects.

11. Zechariah (SK; PE): This prophet foretold of a harsh judgment coming against the world and the southern kingdom.  God wanted the world to know that He would not wink at sin, especially if His chosen people were also involved in sinning.  But God also wanted the world to know that He would not leave His chosen people without hope during their time of judgment.  Lesson for the 21st century:  Even though God uses harsh judgment when disciplining His own, He does so to bring them into an eternal relationship with Him.

12. Malachi (SK; PE): He was sent to remind the people that giving God a percentage of what they made was a prerequisite to God blessing them in the future.  God challenged them to test Him in this area and see if He did not open the windows of heaven and pour out a blessing on them that they could hardly believe (Mal 3:10). Lesson for the 21st century: “For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also” Luke 12:34.
