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The Tower of Babel:Genesis 11
Background: The name "Babel" comes from a Hebrew word which means "gate of God." The rebels wanted to build a gateway to God! Babel sounds like the word balal which means "confusion".  "Babylon" in the Bible symbolizes rebellion against God, and confusion in religion. Throughout the Bible, Babylon opposes the people of God, culminating in the "Great Babylon" unveiled in Rev 17-18.
Main Character: "Nimrod" was a grandson of Ham through Cush; his name means "rebel" (Genesis 10:6-14).  He is considered by many bible scholars as the world’s first dictator. The word "hunter" in the text does not refer to the hunting of animals, but rather to the hunting of men (killing the enemies of his empire, or gathering slaves for his empire). He was the founder of the Babylonian empire and the organizer that led to the construction of the tower of Babel.
The Rebellion: God had commanded men to replenish the earth (Gen 9:1, 7, 9), but they decided to settle down on the plain of Shinar, where Babylon was located (Gen 10:8-10). Their purposes were to:

1. maintain unity in opposition to God
2. make a name for themselves

This rebellion (disobedience) is a picture of the future and final opposition of man (and Satan) against Christ, centered in the Babylon described in Revelation 17-18. At that time there will be a world church and a world political organization; then the Antichrist, the last world dictator, will be crushed. The world in the 21st century is rapidly moving toward the "one world" concept, as evidenced by the United Nations and other international alliances.
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The Judgment: God knew the desires of the rebels and judged them. The Trinity held a third conference (the first in Gen 1:26 "Let us…" and the second in Gen 3:22 "Man has become like one of us…") and decided to confound the languages of the tower construction workers, thus making it impossible for them to work together.

The Deliverer: This action by the Creator of confusing their language and scattering the masses was in reality an act of mercy as well as judgment, for had they persisted in their plan, a more terrible judgment would have followed. It has often been pointed out that the day of Pentecost was a reversal of Babel — there was true spiritual unity among God's people; they spoke with other tongues (languages) but this time they were understood; and their work glorified God, not men.
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